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Māori and Indigenous data sovereignty

● Māori data refers to digital or digitisable information or 

knowledge that is about or from Māori people, our language, 

culture, resources or environments. 

● Māori data are a taonga (treasure) under Art. 2 of Te Tiriti

● Māori Data Sovereignty refers to the inherent rights and 

interests that Māori have in relation to the collection, ownership, 

and application of Māori data. 

● Māori Data Governance refers to the principles, structures, 

accountability mechanisms, legal instruments and policies 

through which Māori exercise control over Māori data. 

Source: https://www.temanararaunga.maori.nz/



For more on the Model and various tribal data initiatives, visit Te Kāhui Raraunga - https://www.kahuiraraunga.io/



Governance of Māori data & Data for Māori 

governance

Data for Māori governance (self-determination).

The focus is on accelerating the critical steps 

needed for a Mana Motuhake data system



Hekemaru Heke-i-te-rangi
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NGĀTI TIIPA: OUR WHAKAPAPA & WHENUA RANGAHAU





P1 | PURPOSE | WHAKAPAPA  & WHENUA 

• Bring together whakapapa information on our Ngāti Tiipa tūpuna from c.1750- 1900 

and data on our whenua (lands) to create our own Ngāti Tiipa whakapapa database

• The database to be owned and controlled by Ngāti Tiipa as a taonga for current and 

future generations – tikanga for access and use developed by whānau

• We are not an entity - this is by whānau for our whānau, marae and hapū

• Building our whānau capacity in rangahau and data kaitiakitanga is KEY



P2 | PEOPLE | OUR WHĀNAU – KAUMĀTUA



P2 | PEOPLE | OUR WHĀNAU - KAIMAHI



1844 missionary 
census

1858 colonial 
government 

census

1868 genealogy from  
Tuterangianini Potaua 
Kukutai



P3. PŪTEA | RESEARCH FUNDING 

• Project 1: ‘Counting our tūpuna’. Marsden Fund, 2018-2021

- locate & digitise our whakapapa & whenua information around the motu

- build our tūpuna database

- build the foundations for our hapū digital pā harakeke

• Project 2: E kore au e ngaro. Ageing Well NSC, 2021-2022
- Ngāti Tiipa framework for whakapapa research

• Project 3: MBIE Endeavour ‘Tikanga in Technology’ programme, 

2020-2024

- test protocols & security

- Ngāti Tiipa PhD study

• Project 4: 'From populations to peoples: A new paradigm for 19th 

century Māori historical demography’. Marsden Fund, 2025-2028



P4. PROCESS | WHĀNAU WĀNANGA



P5. PĀNUI | SHARING THE RANGAHAU
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DIGITISED         
DATA

PĀTAKA
*Servers must be in Aotearoa

TIKANGA
Access permissions

APPLICATIONS
Web-based

Tūpuna database
Whenua (Maps, GIS )

Archival material
Oral histories
Photos
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Ngāti Tiipa digital pā harakeke (Vanessa Clark) 



DIGITISED         
DATA

Access permissions
• Our repository and our tūpuna database includes data 

digitized from ‘open access’ public libraries, archives 

etc, as well as information from whānau.

• How can our tikanga help us make good decisions 

about data access and use?

• Our translation of tikanga into a digital space and our 

understanding of what it takes to be good kaitiaki of 

our digital taonga continues to evolve



Additional hapū resources 
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